Tomographic evaluation of temporomandibular joints following discoplasty or placement of polytetrafluoroethylene implants.
A retrospective comparison was made of tomographic change in the temporomandibular joint (TMJ) of patients who had been treated by either discoplasty or discectomy with polytetrafluoroethylene (PTFE) disc replacement. Fifty-five PTFE- and 18 discoplasty-treated joints were evaluated. More than 60% of the PTFE-treated joints showed severe, destructive osseous change, whereas none of the discoplasty joints showed such change. Histologic examination of the tissues surrounding removed PTFE implants showed a foreign body giant cell reaction. The severity of radiographic change raises questions about the propriety of PTFE as a disc replacement material.